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Find us in the exhibition hall
to learn more about how the

telephone has influenced
our lives and changed the
way we see the world over

the last 100 years.

M
other-daughter

volunteers at the
V

ictorian Tea on
A

pril 28
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A
 friendly chat

at the Ice
C

ream
 S

ocial
on July 28

W
orkers build  

scaffolding on
the south side
of the
M

cC
onnell

M
ansion

Be sure to
 join us 

at 

the Latah County Fair!
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Recent Donations
April 2019 through August 2, 2019

Thank you for your support!

Eilene Lyon
Teresa Little

Kathleen David
Bill Stellmon

Paul Kimmell, Avista

Curator's Notes
Over the last year, the McConnell Mansion Re-
Interpretation team [MMRI] has been hard at work
inside the museum. This process began by asking
questions. The MMRI team was asked to identify
what worked and what did not work within the
museum. Then MMRI invited the LCHS Board of
Directors to do likewise. 
 
Much of the feedback that was received centered
around the guest experience. Guests could either
go on guided tours of the Mansion or read a
pamphlet that gave select details about people who
lived in the home or furnishings on display. As the
museum changed, the pamphlet became outdated
and its small type font made it challenging for some
to read. The feedback noted that guests do not
always want to take a guided tour and therefore,
additional, updated information proved necessary.
 
As the MMRI began to process this information,
they worked hard to change some of the rooms.
The team incorporated Dr. Church's Salon and the
Adair Family Room into the primary interpretation of
the Mansion.
 
Over the next few months, the team worked to
move the furniture in the Mansion to better tell the
stories of the people who lived in the home. Then
work was set on how to explain these changes to
the public best. Initially, the team imagined a new
pamphlet. This new pamphlet would explain the
rooms just fine. However, it did not address the
way-finding issue that much of the feedback
brought to light. The next iteration was a map of
the Mansion with interpretive text. 

This iteration would be a design challenge and,
the MMRI team believed, would not improve on
providing clear and concise information. 
 
It became clear that interpretive panels would
solve most of the feedback issues that the team
received. The team set out to write interpretive
panels for every room in the Mansion. The
interpretive panels that hang in the Mansion
today tell the history and personal stories of
people who lived there. Although these panels
are in place, the work is not complete. 
 
These signs were intentionally printed on paper
instead of more durable material. MMRI hopes
to gather feedback from our guests, Board of
Directors, and museum educators. This
feedback will ensure we are telling the right
stories before reprinting the panels on a more
permanent material.
 
Thank you all for your support of our work at the
Latah County Historical Society, and we are
excited to bring you a new way to experience
and enjoy the McConnell Mansion. 
 
This project will be continually evolving.
Interpretive changes will open upon completion
of the new roof, and it will also be changing
over time to update the museum and give our
guests something new to look forward to when
visiting the McConnell Mansion.
 

- Zach
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Support for the
 Ice Cream Social

LeNelle McInturff
Denise & Tim Thomson
Linda & Dean Edwards

Contributors to 
Idaho Gives

Doris Billingsley
William Moore

John & Sara Holup
Joy Lunsford

Christina Hilding
Helen M Bobisud

Bill Loftus
Jeff Tucker

Linda Sprague
Don & Karen Burnett

Louise Regelin
Appearances Marketing

Chloe Wardropper

Kathleen LaFortune
Joan Jones
Alice Barbut

Mitchell Parks
Lovina Englund

Mary Reed & Keith Petersen
Eric Harlen

Nancy Ruth Peterson
Linda Steigers

Ray & Bettie Hoff
Brian & Julie Magelky

Melissa Rockwood Design
Devin & Kristin Becker
David Camden-Britton
Wade & Lin Hampton
David & Kenny Cada 
BJ & Cliff Swanson

Vicki Brown
Derek Higgins

Katherine Aiken
Margaret Dibble
Danelle Forseth
Erica Wagner

Steve & Chris Talbott
Katherine Stokes
Margaret Kenyon
Margaret Jenkins

Rusty Schatz
Lauren McCleary

Susan Zenier
Lisa Morris

Misty Amarena
Anne Zabala

Earl & Carol Bennett
Keith & Gabriela Holzman

Bill Manny
Tara Lew Interiors

Linda DeWitt
Virginia Davidson

Stephanie Clarkson
Karen Lewis

Dan & Melinda Crawford
Amy Trujillo

Christine Gilmore
Jaime & Ed Walker
Dulce Kersting-Lark

Ivy Dickinson
Nick Sanyal

Ari Burns
Jaimie Hill

Erin & Rick Stoddart
Karl Kersting & Karen Kline

Alton & Janet Campbell
LeNelle McInturff

 Idaho Gives Cont.

Not yet a member of the historical society? Join us!
If you believe in the power of local history to create strong, vibrant, welcoming communities, then we invite you to
become a sustaining member of our organization. The generosity of members supports all aspects of our operations,
from free public programs and maintaining the McConnell Mansion to keeping the lights on in our research archive.
 
Join at whatever level you are able; every member enjoys the same benefits - reduced entry fees at events, routine
newsletters, a copy of our annual magazine Latah Legacy, and the satisfaction of knowing that you are preserving
Latah County heritage.
 

Visit latahcountyhistoricalsociety.org/join to learn more!
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Message from the President
I hope you were able to join the fun at our 44th
Annual Ice Cream Social on Sunday, July 28, at the
McConnell Mansion.  Gentle breezes and a
temperature in the low 80s made for a very enjoyable
afternoon.  Beargrass Band provided a perfect
musical backdrop for all the other sights and activities;
children painted, crafted, dressed up and did some
laundry as in days of yore; young and older enjoyed
cornhole games in the street.  All ages enjoyed thirty-
three gallons of ice cream served up in sundaes with
pineapple, chocolate syrup, and strawberry toppings. 
 Juicy watermelon slices were also popular.
 
A bonus for the day was tours of rooms inside the
newly re-interpreted McConnell Mansion.  Visitors
were favorably impressed with the new arrangements
depicting the different eras of the families and owners
of the home.  Fresh informative text panels in the
rooms added to the experience.  Unfortunately, we’ve
had to close the home for most of the summer due to
the ongoing work to put new shingles on the roof, so
having access to the interior during the social was a
real treat.  As soon as the roofing project is complete,
McConnell Mansion will open again for tours on its
regular Tuesday through Friday afternoon schedule. 
 Be sure to check the web site at
www.latahcountyhistoricalsociety.org for updates.  
 
The roof replacement project has taken longer than
anticipated, to the frustration of the roofers, the
Historical Society staff and volunteers, and, most of
all, the folks who were anticipating a visit to the
Mansion as part of their summertime enjoyment of
Moscow and the surrounding area.  Most likely, by the
time you receive this newsletter, the long wait will be
over.   

We can only stress that the finished product will be
well worth the current delay in access, and the
beautiful new roof will be a source of pride for years
to come.  I hope you will check out the
improvements both inside and outside soon.
 
I am really excited now about the traveling
Smithsonian exhibit, Crossroads: Change in Rural
America, that is due to open on Main Street here in
Moscow very soon – August 23 to be exact.  We’ve
already enjoyed a couple events in connection with
Crossroads:  first, a visit with Maynard Fosberg at
his home in east Moscow on land he has preserved
through the Palouse Land Trust, and then a Century
Farm tour of Rim Rock Ranch out of Genesee,
which was co-hosted with PNW Farmers
Cooperative.  More programs, school tours, and
other events are planned to maximize the impact of
the exhibit which will be housed in the Moscow
Chamber of Commerce office and run through
October 4.  Check the LCHS website for details and
schedules.  I hope you will be able to join us for the
opening reception block party on Friday, August 23,
on Main Street and spend some quality time
exploring this national exhibit that includes local
enhancements.
 
In September we will have our second Lanterns and
Luminaries event in East City Park, and November
will bring the annual Harvest Dinner.  I’ll see you
there.
 

- LeNelle McInturff

6

Director's Remarks
possible for communities like ours to host Crossroads by
assuming much of the financial burden of producing and
shipping the exhibit. The Moscow Chamber of Commerce
is sharing their beautiful downtown space with us for the
duration of the exhibit. Local organizations like the Latah
County Library District, Palouse Land Trust, PNW Farmers
Cooperative, Moscow Arts Department, and others are
partnering with LCHS to offer programs that illustrate
themes presented in Crossroads. And the Latah County
Community Foundation has provided funds for bus
scholarships so that area educators can bring their students
into Moscow to view the exhibit. 
 
I hope that you will make time to visit Crossroads. It
examines how Americans have relied on rural crossroads
for generations. These places where people gather to
exchange goods, services, and culture and to engage in
political and community discussions are an important part of
our cultural fabric. Despite the massive economic and
demographic impacts brought on by changes throughout the
20th century, America's small towns continue to creatively
focus on new opportunities for growth and development.
And Latah County is full of examples. 
 
In addition to viewing the exhibit, please mark your
calendars for our three-part speaker series (Aug. 27, Sep.
17 and 30) that will investigate in greater detail a handful of
the themes within Crossroads. These “History Happy Hours”
will convene at three downtown Moscow establishments
and will feature presentations that pair well with cold
beverages. You can find a full list of events at
https://www.latahcountyhistoricalsociety.org/exhibits. 
 
Although I’m already lamenting the end of summer, I can’t
wait to share Crossroads with you all! This autumn will be
filled with opportunities for you to connect with LCHS – be it
while visiting the exhibit, attending a program, or taking in
the new displays at the McConnell Mansion – and I look
forward to seeing you soon. 
 
Wishing you all the best,
 

Dulce 

Until 1967, the Smithsonian Institution’s collection of
galleries was known as the United States National Museum.
Although that name is no longer used to refer to the 19
public spaces that make up the Smithsonian network, we
still understand it to be America’s official museum. Those
places belong to all Americans, and the institution has been
entrusted with the essential task of preserving our collective
history. 
 
The challenge, of course, is that those museums are
geographically removed from a large portion of our
country’s residents. For many, there are simply too many
barriers to visitation. Thankfully, a number of years ago
innovative and thoughtful leaders at the Smithsonian
recognized that access to America’s museum was not fair
and equitable. They created a new division within the
institution and began producing exhibitions that could travel
to locations throughout the country, bringing world-class
artifacts and curation to folks in every corner of the U.S. 
 
For the last 25 years, under the moniker “Museum on Main
Street,” the Smithsonian has toured small but powerful
exhibits in rural communities throughout all 50 states as
well as Guam. For countless individuals, these pop-up
displays provide their first interaction with America’s
national museum. Children are introduced to the wonders of
the Smithsonian’s collections and adults are given access
to a system that their tax dollars support each year. 
 
Such was the case in 2016 when we welcomed the
Smithsonian’s exhibit Water/Ways to Moscow. Later this
month we will once again play host to a Museum on Main
Street display. Crossroads: Change in Rural America is set
to open on Friday, August 23rd at the Moscow Chamber of
Commerce downtown office (411 S. Main Street) and will be
available to tour six days a week through October 4th. 
 
This incredible learning opportunity has been made
possible through the collaborative and generous efforts of a
number of partners. The Smithsonian Institution Traveling
Exhibition Service and Idaho Humanities Council make it 
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Opening
Reception

Help us welcome the exhibit! 

Friday, August 23

5 - 7 pm

Friendship Square, Moscow

Sunday, Sept. 29th

6:00 - 8:00pm

East City Park, Moscow

Sunday, Nov. 10th

11:00am - 2:00pm

1912 Center, Moscow

Harvest Dinner

For a full list of events, visit www.latahcountyhistoricalsociety.org/events


