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In March of 2020, as we watched the spread of the COVID-19 virus across the
country and around the world, it became obvious that the historical society needed
to gather a “Covid Collection” – not a fashion show but an archive about life in
Latah County during the time of the pandemic, so curator Zach Wnek put out a
call for input.  Some of the things people have shared so far include photos,
memoirs from high school students, federal government mailings, City of Moscow
newsletters, homemade masks, mask patterns, weekly statistics from the Daily
News, and much more.

Collecting continues. We need a lot more information on how individuals,
businesses, schools and social organizations are coping.  What can you
contribute at this unique historic time?  
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C
heck out our new

ly reorganized research room
!

W
ith som

e new
 furniture and a little m

uscle
w

e've been able to provide m
ore room

 for our
staff and patrons to socially-distance. O

ur thanks
goes to a couple of long-tim

e volunteers w
ho

helped us upgrade our furnishings!

W
e are excited to once again w

elcom
e

researchers, donors, and volunteers into our
office on a by-appointm

ent basis. 

If you'd like to schedule a visit, please call
208.882.1004 or em

ail lchslibrary@
latah.id.us

Visit latahcountyhistoricalsociety.org/covid-19 to learn more

Documenting History as it Happens

Pictured above, at left: "The Quaranzine" created by the Kostroff-Sheneman family for
friends and relatives; at right: empty shelves at Winco during a time of unreliable

deliveries and "stocking up" by shoppers

- Lynne McCreight



We may have missed the Ice Cream Social at the McConnell Mansion
this year, but that doesn't mean you have to miss the ice cream! 

Below are a few tasty offerings from the Compendium of Cookery and
Reliable Recipes, published in 1890.

One quart of new milk, two eggs, two tablespoons of corn starch; heat the milk in a dish set in hot
water, then stir in the corn starch mixed smooth in a little of the milk; let it boil for one or two

minutes, then remove from stove and cool, and stir in the egg and half a pound of sugar. If to be extra
nice, add a pint of rich cream, and one-fourth pound of sugar, strain the mixture and when cool add the
flavoring and freeze as follows: Prepare freezer in the usual manner; turn the crank one hundred times,
then pour upon the ice and salt a quart of boiling water from the tea kettle. Fill up again with ice and
salt, turn the crank fifty times one way and twenty-five the other (which serves to scrape the cream

from sides of freezer); by this time it will turn very hard, indicating that the cream is frozen sufficiently.

Vanilla or Lemon Ice-Cream
Take two drachms of vanilla or lemon peel, one quart of milk, half a pound of sugar, one pint of cream

and the yolks of three eggs; beat the yolks well and stir them with the milk, then add the other
ingredients; set it over a moderate fire and stir it constantly with a silver spoon until it is boiling hot,

then take out the lemon peel or vanilla and when cold freeze it.

Ice-Cream

Bettie Hoff
Keith & Gabriela Holzman

Margaret Jenkins
Joan Jones

Sandra Kelly
Margaret Kenyon

Dulce Kersting-Lark
Joan & George Klingler

Jenny Kostroff
Tara Lew

Karen Lewis
Gail Westberg Locke

Nora Locken
Brian Magelky

Lynne McCreight
LeNelle McInturff

Bill Moore & Gabe Ball
Sarah Nelson

David & Nancy Nelson
Lawrence O'Keeffe

Janice O'Toole
Jeff Otto

Nancy Ruth Peterson
Therese Peterson

Elaina Pierson & Steve Bonnar
Diane Prorak

Kris Roby & Rodney Frey
Melissa Rockwood

Rebecca & Theresa Rod
Edward Sala

Nick Sanyal & Ella Inglebert
Rusty Schatz

Whitney Schroeder
Rebecca Schwartz

Christopher Schwartz
Mary Silvernale Shook

Julie Skyving
Melinda & George Stockton

Tommy Stroschein
BJ Swanson

Kathryn Swenson
Steve & Chris Talbott

Amy Trujillo
Jaime Walker
Karen Ward

Sandra Williams
Marci Williams

Katherine Aiken
Misty Amarena
Casey Bartrem

Earl & Carol Bennett
Eric Bennett

Mark & Susan Boehne
John Bolles
Ben Bridges

Leryl & Vicki Brown
Donald Burnett
Ariana Burns
David Cada

Caitlin Cieslik-Miskimen
Don & Melinda Crawford

Ted Curet, Allstate Insurance
Linda DeWitt

Margaret Dibble
Ivy Dickinson
Scott Dockins
Linda Edwards

Christine Gilmore
Wade & Lin Hampton

Derek Higgins & Jessica Lancaster
Jodi & Dick Hodge
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Recent Donations
April 13, 2020 through August 20, 2020

7

Contributors to Idaho Gives

Calling all writers!
LCHS is currently seeking submissions for the

2020 Latah Legacy. Contact our office at

208.882.1004 or lchslibrary@latah.id.us if you

are interested in contributing to Latah County's

annual historical journal.



Thank you for your support!

36

Notes from Around the Office
It all started with blueprints. At the request of a
researcher, I found in the LCHS archives a
collection of blueprints for a housing development
designed by Theodore Prichard, former head of the
UI’s Department of Art and Architecture, and for
whom the Prichard Art Gallery is named. We were
then asked for a digital copy of them, which is
normally an easy and straightforward request to
fulfill. However, not only are these items fragile, but
they are also twice as big as our largest flatbed
scanner. After some discussion with curator Zach,
we decided to venture into the exciting world of
photographic copy work. This process is another
way of reproducing two-dimensional items such as
documents, photographs, paintings, etc., using a
camera and a copy stand. 

Coincidentally, as I was learning the ins-and-outs of
copy work, LCHS came into possession of a large
scrapbook encompassing the life of a Moscow
resident during the early to mid-1900s. Not only is it 

intriguing on its own, but almost every item is
noted with its pertinent information – names,
dates, locations. It is an archivist's dream! But,
much like Prichard’s blueprints, this huge book is
fragile and doesn’t lend itself to flatbed scanning.
Again, photographic reproduction is the best
option.

Personally, as a photography enthusiast I’ve
been interested in this type of work for a long
time and am excited to now have the opportunity
to learn more, while also furthering our ability to
share the LCHS archives. So many of the items
in the collections are difficult to reproduce: letters
written on delicate paper, journals with original
and deteriorating bindings, maps and books that
are just plain gigantic. The possibilities with copy
work are endless and fascinating, and I can’t wait
to see what we can do with it!

- Elaina

Contributors to Annual Fund Drive
Dorothy Anderson
Kathryn Anderson

Andrea Beckett
Mark & Susan Boehne
Jim & Susie Borowicz

Vicki Brown
Nancy Chaney & Gary Bryan

Christine Culp
Marguerite David

Gail DeSantis
James & Dawna Fazio

Barbara Flathers
Steve & Andrea Fountain
Fountain Industrial Park

Arthur Humphrey
Scott Hunter

Kathleen Johnson
Charlotte Johnson

Karen Lewis
Robin & Cynthia Magnuson

Mike & Vicki McGahan
LeNelle McInturff

Lisa McInturff
Laura Miller

Myron & Corrine Molnau
Clair F. & Audrey Moore

Norman & Kathy Pendegraft
Mary Reed & Keith Petersen

Nancy Ruth Peterson
Pleiades Club

David & Karen Purtee
Debbie Reed

Louise Regelin
Susan Roberts
Rusty Schatz

Dan & Martha Schmidt
Jeanette Talbott

Steve & Chris Talbott
Tom & Jo Ann Trail

Jon & Mary Jo Van Gerpen
Joanne Westberg

Kenneth & Karen White

Not yet a member of the historical society? Join us!
If you believe in the power of local history to create strong, vibrant, welcoming communities, then we invite
you to become a sustaining member of our organization. The generosity of members supports all aspects of
our operations, from free public programs and maintaining the McConnell Mansion to keeping the lights on
in our research archive.

Join at whatever level you are able; every member enjoys the same benefits - reduced entry fees at events,
routine newsletters, a copy of our annual magazine Latah Legacy, and the satisfaction of knowing that you
are preserving Latah County heritage.

Visit latahcountyhistoricalsociety.org/join to learn more!

Paul Kimmell, Avista Utilities
Carol Riesenberg

Steven Trail

General Donations Memorial Donations
Joseph David, in memory of 

Phil Soulen
Anita Falen, in memory of 

Leslie Roger Falen
LeNelle McInturff, in memory of

Warren L. IversonMoscow Women's Giving Circle
Grants

Recent Donations, continued

At left, the copy stand, currently
sharing space with the
housewares collection. The
stand consists of a flat board to
hold the item to be
photographed, two lights on
adjustable arms, and a
mounting bracket to suspend a
camera above the item. 

Another fun challenge: how to
keep blueprints flat when they
have spent 80+ years stored in
a tight roll. With very technical
applications of binder clips and
books, of course.



Summer is nearly over already, but the coronavirus
pandemic is still very much with us.  Life goes on in a
way.  Flowers bloom.  Crops ripen for harvest.  But in
so many ways our lives are not at all the same.

There have been positives in the last few months. 
 One recent bright spot for LCHS was the news that
Katherine Aiken was the winner of an Esto Perpetua
Award from the Idaho State Historical Society.  The
award ceremony was Zoomed from Boise this year. 
 We could all “be there” without having to hit the road
and head south.  Kathy was recognized for her long
record of achievement as a researcher, teacher and
promoter of history in Idaho.  We have directly
benefited from her service as a member of our board
of directors since her retirement from the faculty at the
University of Idaho. 

Another bright spot was the arrival on August 4 of
Booker Louis Kersting-Lark here in Moscow.  We
miss Dulce while she is on maternity leave, but we
congratulate Tonda and Dulce on the happy addition
to their family.  

On the more negative side, we didn’t get to learn
about the struggles involved in women’s suffrage as
we had planned or to actively celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment
giving (some) women the right to vote.  We missed
holding our annual Ice Cream Social at the McConnell
Mansion, usually a highlight of our summer.  Much of
the Latah County Fair has been canceled this year, so
you won’t have a chance to visit an LCHS booth there
in September.  We also won’t be able to have our
traditional Harvest Dinner fundraiser this year. 
 However, we are working to develop an alternative
happening for sometime in November.  Watch for
news as plans evolve. 

On the positive side, we were able to put up poster
exhibits in Potlatch and Kendrick this summer
related to women’s suffrage, and a new exhibit was
installed in the Latah County Courthouse in
Moscow.  Good excuses to take a drive around the
county.  A traveling exhibit from the National
Endowment for the Humanities is scheduled for
viewing from November 10, 2020 through January
7, 2021 on the University of Idaho campus.  This is
in collaboration with the U of I to bring “For All the
World to See: Visual Culture and the Struggle for
Civil Rights” to Latah County.  The exhibit examines
the ongoing struggles for racial equality from the
1940s to the 1970s.

I hope you have been following LCHS on social
media and enjoying the wealth of historical content
that has been posted on the various platforms.  We
welcome your contributions to our growing collection
of materials recording the impacts of the global
pandemic on residents of Latah County.  We
sincerely thank you for your continuing support of
our work through these difficult times.

To help us get together again in person sooner
rather than later, please keep washing those hands,
social distancing, and wearing face coverings when
you are out and about.  It all helps.Up
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For updates on LCHS events, visit www.latahcountyhistoricalsociety.org/events
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- LeNelle McInturff

Message from the President

November 10th, 2020 - January 7th, 2021
University of Idaho Library

Immerse yourself in the visual culture that helped shape the
American public's view of the civil rights movement.

Explore photographs, magazines, audio and video clips,
advertisements, and much, much more in this traveling exhibition

from the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Our thanks to the Moscow Women's Giving Circle, whose
generous support made this exhibit possible.

To learn more, visit nehontheroad.org


